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Rituals from the Human Family Album 


November 28 through May 1 


The world premiere of the ex- 
hibit, The Circle of Life: Rituals 
from the Human Family Album, 
opens in Cowell Hall on Novem- 
ber 28. This extraordinary exhibit 


accompanies the book of the same 


title, edited by David Cohen and 
featured exclusively in the Octo- 
ber 1991 issue of Life magazine. 
The exhibit and book explore the 
profound importance of ritual 
throughout human culture. 

Rites of birth and childhood, 
adolescence and initiation, marri- 
age and adulthood, and death and 
remembrance mark the transitions 
in all of our lives. This impressive 
exhibit physically recreates a ritual 
space. A warm and inviting, tent- 
like structure made of sculptured 
fabric is replete with tunnels and 


arched passageways. Within this 
structure are four small theatres 
where projected images of ritual 
moments captured by the world’s 
foremost photographers are ac- 
companied by descriptive narra- 
tion, ritual music, and chants. The 
exhibit features more than 200 
photographs in a slide-show for- 
mat, including those in the book 
as well as several expanded photo 
essays shot on assignment. 

Three adjacent platforms will 
feature a series of live folk art 
demonstrations as an extension of 
the Academy’s Traditional Arts 
Programs. These programs will 
bring to life enriching rituals from 
around the world and powerfully 
augment the poignant images of 
this new exhibit. 


Members’ Meetings 


The Ladakh Project 


November 13, 2 & 7:30 pm 
November 14, 7:30 pm 


Nick Kelsh 


The Ladakh Project is a small, 
international organization con- 
cerned with the search for more 
sustainable ways of living in the 
“developed” and “developing” 
parts of the world alike. Helena 
Norberg-Hodge has had the rare 
opportunity to become intimately 
acquainted with a traditional, eco- 
logically stable culture. She arrived 
in Ladakh, or Little Tibet, just at 
the time of its exposure to 
Western-style development, and 
over the past fifteen years has ob- 
served the profound socio- 
economic and ecological changes 
that this development has 
wrought. 

In addition to the Project, she 
helped organize the local Ladakh 
Ecological Development Group 
which installs and promotes vari- 
Ous appropriate technologies and 
brings much-needed information 
to villagers through the use of 
drama, radio programs, seminars, 
village meetings and written 
materials. Both groups have 
lobbied the government to adopt 
policies that do not undermine 
the culture or environment. The 
Project is now carrying out educa- 
tional and technical programs in 
Ladakh and Bhutan, and educa- 
tional work in Europe and North 
America. Join Helena Norberg- 
Hodge for a fascinating look at 
this unique Project. Next month’s 
meetings will feature Dr. John 
McCosker on his new book, The 
Great White Shark, on December 
iihand ith. 


Lecture 

The California Academy of 
Sciences and the LSB Leakey 
Foundation present: 

The Allen O’Brien 
Memorial Lecture 


‘Adventures With 
The Missing Link” 
Tues., November 12, 7:30 pm 


cKAER 


Lecture Series 


‘Exploring the 
Universe” 
Tues., November 12, 7:30 pm 


Traditional Arts 


Journey to the far corners of the 
world with the Academy’s Tradi- 
tional Arts programs. Held on 
Saturdays at 1 pm in Wattis Hall of 
Human Cultures or the Morrison 
Auditorium, these programs are 
free after general admission and 
are made possible through the 
generosity of the Paul L. and 
Phyllis Wattis Foundation. 


Exhibits 
The California Academy of Sciences and resent: 
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Run to the April 26, 


Far Sipe Vil ve 


Sunday, December Ist 
8:30 am start 


Crawl out of your cave and grab a large club. 
It’s time to Run to the Far Side. Join the smiling, 
crazy runners and walkers who want to stretch 
their legs and their imaginations on Sunday, 
December Ist. You never know what you 
might encounter—snakes, cows, or last 
year’s first-place costume winner, the Fat 


November 2 — Jimmy Wright 
demonstrates the techniques of 
bricklaying he learned as an 
apprentice in his native Scotland 


Color photographs by Alexandra in 1946. 
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Boy. This annual tribute to the zany comic 
creations of Gary Larson promises to be as 
fun as ever. 


For the more serious runners, we again 


have a new Geo car for the first-place 
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man and woman in the 10K race. Many 
other prizes will be awarded in all age 
categories and for costumes, too. For 


registration information, call the Race 


Jan Lundberg, © CAS 1991 


Hotline at 387-2178. 


If you’re interested in volunteer- 
ing for the Run, please call 
668-2243 and ask for Nancy. 

Childcare by A Child’s Place will 
be available for pre-registered run- 
ners. Outdoor billboards have 
been donated by Gannet Outdoor. 
The Academy would also like to 
thank GEO and the sponsors listed 
below. 


CUP Round Table Pizza 
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Edwards and Nancy Burnett dazzle 
the viewer with the visual splen- 
dor of undersea life in a new ex- 
hibit in Oceans Hall. Sea Stars 
offers a vivid photographic com- 
plement to the more than 14,000 
aquatic species on display in the 
Steinhart Aquarium. 

The photographs in this display 
capture the rich filtered sunlight 
of the sea and the astonishing ar- 
ray of sea stars in striking detail. 
Intricate echinoderms display na- 
ture’s complex compositions in a 
spectacular variety of form and 
color. From the sinuous grace of 
the branching arms of Brittle Stars 
to the simple elegance of a lone 
Ochre Star, the photographs illus- 
trate the shapes and motion of a 
little-seen world. The fascinating 
beauty of these creatures never 
fails to capture the eye and stimu- 
late the imagination. 


Young Audiences 
Sunday, November 24, 1 pm 


One Sunday each month in the 
Academy’s Morrison Auditorium, 
Young Audiences presents a won- 
derful series of performing arts 
programs for children. This 
month enjoy 7he California 
Dream Machine, a multi-media 
performance which reappraises 
the California Dream as it is today, 
and as it might appear to the 
dreamers of tomorrow. This pro- 
gram is free after general admis- 
sion and is made possible through 
the McKesson Foundation and 
Grants for the Arts. 


In this thought-provoking program, 
paleontologists Alan Walker and 
Meave Leakey will discuss their 
work at Kenya’s Turkana Basin. 
Estimated to be between 5 and 5.5 
million years old, the site’s particu- 
lar value lies in its potential for the 
recovery of hominid fossils, since 
fossiliferous sediments between 4 
and 5.5 million years document a 
time when several mammalian 
groups, including the hominids, 
were diversifying. Several major 
questions could be answered by 
the discovery of a partial or com- 
plete hominid skeleton from this 
period, including a precise date at 
which the human and ape lineage 
diverged. 


These two influential paleontolo- 
gists will discuss their recent find- 
ings — discoveries which fuel 
debate not only on human origins 
but also on human survival and 
possible extinction. Tickets for 
this program are $5 for members 
and $7 for non-members. Please 
call 750-7128 for ticket infor- 
mation. 


Tapes Available 


Audio tapes of Dr. Daniel Janzen’s 
lecture, “Managing Biodiversity for 
Fun, Survival and Profit” are avail- 
able. Please send a check for 
$7.00, payable to the California 
Academy of Sciences, to: Special 
Programs, California Academy of 
Sciences, "Golden-Gate ‘Park. San 
Francisco, CA 94118. 
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November 9 — Anastasia Moskova 
and members of Zdravets, a local 
Bulgarian dance group, perform a 
selection of village folk dances il- 
lustrating the distinct styles of 
three regions: the Shope district 
around the capital city of Sofia; 
the Pirin or Macedonia area; and 
central) [hrace.. [he @dancersare 
accompanied by the Nestinari Or- 
chestra. The program features a 
discussion on the dancers’ jewelry 
and regional costumes, all hand- 
made in Bulgaria. 


November 16 and 23 — Kadriye 
Yilmaz and Cennet Deneri, visit- 
ing the Bay Area from the village 
of Ayvacik in western Turkey, set 
up looms and make hand-knotted 
carpets from plant-dyed wools. 


November 30 — No program. 


Adult Education 


Volcanoes and Volcanism 
November 20 (Wed.), 7-9 pm 
Cost: $10 mem./$15 non-mem. 


On the Inside 
December 5-19 (Thursdays), 7-9 pm 
Cost: $50 mem./$60 non-mem. 


From a Single Cell to 

a Human Being 

Nov. 12-Dec. 3 (Tuesdays), 7-9 pm 
Cost: $55 mem./$65 non-mem. 


Call 750-7098 for information 
about these and other exciting 
courses. 


Four and one half billion years 
ago, the planets Earth and Venus 
were born of the same solar cloud 
of gas and dust. As their evolution- 
ary paths diverged, two vastly dis- 
similar worlds emerged. In the 
past two decades, studies of Venus 
have revealed many clues about 
our sister planet; clues which have 
made us realize how fragile our 
own biosphere is. 

The most recent in a fleet of 
spacecraft to study the planet, 
NASA's Magellan arrived at Venus 
in August 1990. Inserted into a 
radar-mapping orbit, the space- 
craft’s synthetic-aperture radar 
(SAR) instrument penetrated Venus’ 
thick clouds to reveal the complex 
structure and volcanic geology of 
the planet’s surface. 

On Tuesday, November 12, Dr. 
Len Tyler of Stanford University’s 
Center for Radar Astronomy, will 
present, “Visions of Venus: Magel- 
lan’s Mission to Earth’s Sister 
Planet.” His lecture will describe 
the latest remarkable news and 
views of Venus. 

The final program in the series 
will present Dr. Cynthia Cattell, 
Space Sciences Lab, UC Berkeley 
speaking on “Aurora Borealis: On 
Earth and Outer Planets” on 
December 17. 

All programs begin at 7:30 pm 
in the Planetarium. Tickets are $2 
each and are available at the door 
on a standby, first-come, first- 
served basis. For ticket informa- 
tion, call 750-7129. 


Printing and typography by Grapbic Arts of Marin, 


Jet Propulsion Lab, CIT, NASA 
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Academy Travel 


Madagascar Discovery with Dr. Terry Gosliner 


April 13-May 1, 1992 


Situated in the Indian Ocean off 


the east coast of Africa, this island, 
the fourth largest in the world, 
offers an incredible diversity of 
unique flora and fauna. Isolated 
for 100 million years, the island is 
a living laboratory for evolution - 
“the naturalist’s promised land,’ as 
French scientist Philibert Com- 
merson described Madagascar. All 
of the mammals found here are 
endemic, including 20 species of 
the endangered, primitive pri- 
mates, lemurs. Most of the bird 
species are found nowhere else. 
Of the over 200 reptiles, including 
some fascinating chameleons, only 
10 are found elsewhere. Eighty 
percent of the plants are endemic. 
The -tich coralteets along its 
shores and temperate waters are 


Dr. Terry Gosliner 


reminiscent of California’s coast- 
line. Culturally, Madagascar is in- 
triguing. African, Indian, Asian 
and French influences meld 
together, but throughout the is- 
land ancestor worship still forms 
the basis of Malagasy culture. 

We will visit Berenty Reserve, 
home to five species of lemur; 
Perinet, a rainforest where the lar- 
gest species of lemur, the Indri, is 
found; the perfumed isle of Nosy 
Be, for black lemurs and a spec- 
tacular marine preserve; and to the 
island of Sainte-Marie, famous for 
spices, pirates, and excellent snor- 
keling and beachcombing. Join Dr. 
Terry Gosliner as he returns to this 
special island. Call Joanie Williams 
or Nancy Fuller at 750-7222 for 
details. 


Dr. Terry Gosliner 


Special Program 


Oriental Carpet 
Weaving 


November 16 — 24 
Daily from 10am —5 pm 


Representatives from the DOBAG 
Cooperative in Turkey are return- 
ing to the Academy to demon- 
strate the fascinating art of Turkish 
oriental carpet weaving. Kadriye 
Yilmaz and Cennet Deneri will set 
up large, rough-hewn looms in 
Wattis Hall and provide public 
demonstrations of rug weaving 
from 10 to 5, from November 
16-24. They will create more of 
the beautiful carpets which fasci- 
nated Academy visitors last year. 
These women weave from 
memory, using designs which have 
been passed down from their an- 
cestors. The dyes used in these 
rugs are obtained from local roots, 
plants and flowers. The DOBAG 
Cooperative was founded 10 years 
ago to create a renaissance of 
natural carpet weaving and to fair- 
ly compensate the weavers and 
their families. Don’t miss this 
unique opportunity to meet these 
charming women and watch them 
create their intricate art. 


Free First 
Wednesday 


The Free First Wednesday evening 
program on November 6th 
celebrates the opening of “‘It’s 
Only Natural: Photographs by Ed 
Ely.’ From 5-8 pm join us at the 
On the Wing Cafe for supper and 
Andean music by Grupo Llajtay- 
manta. Enjoy a hands-on activity 
for children and adults. The Dis- 
covery Room will be open or you 
can visit the Biodiversity Resource 
Center. The Lindsay Museum’s 
Raptor Team talk about birds of 
prey at the Science in Action 
booth at 7 pm. This evening’s 
program is funded through the 
Bernard Osher Foundation. 


Members’ Winter 
_ Festival 
_ Monday, December 2, 6-9 pm 


On December 2 the Academy will | 
_ be open for a special Winter Fes- 
tival for members. Some of the 
_ special programs include: take- 


Exhibit 
‘It's Only Natural” 
October 19 — May 1, 1992 


Images of spotted frogs, soaring 
birds, blunt-nosed leopard lizards 
and other California native wild- 
life are captured in the color pho- 
tography of Ed Ely in “It’s Only 
Natural,’ the new exhibit which 
runs through May Ist in the Acade- 
my Cafe. Ed Ely, herpetologist and 
aquatic biologist for the Steinhart 
Aquarium, has been studying and 
photographing native animals and 
plants for 30 years. His scientific 
insight and artistic vision bring a 
special perspective to the natural 
world. 


home children’s activities in Afri- 
can Annex; short (15-20 min.) 
Laserium shows; light suppers for 


_ gale in the Cafe; a 15% discount in 
the Academy Store; and a 7ouch of 
Class high school gospel choir 
_ will perform from 7:30-8:00. All 
exhibits will be open including 
_ the exciting new exhibit 7e Cir- 
| ce oy Life Santa, Mrs. Claus and 
_ the elves will be making special 
appearances throughout this fun 
— night and other lively entertain- | 


ment is on tap. 


Research At the 
Academy 


Last year was a busy and produc- 
tive year for the Research Division 
of the Academy. Some of the in- 
teresting highlights include: 


¢ More than 6,000 visitors used 
the Academy’s scientific collec- 
tions and consulted with staff. 

e The Academy published 131 
original scientific papers by 
researchers and departmental as- 
sociates. 

e Herpetology’s entire collec- 

tion became fully computer- 
catalogued with the cataloguing of 
most other departments, type 
specimen collections close to 
completion. This task is 
monumental (millions of speci- 
mens), but critically important. 

¢ The Entomology Department 
created the first full arachnology 
chair in the country. With the 
generous funding of the Schlinger 
Foundation, the new Schlinger 
Chair of Arachnology has been 
created. 

¢ The Library opened the Bio- 
diversity Resource Center in Janu- 
ary. Phis represents thie first 
full-time presence of the Research 
Department on the public floor of 
the Academy. 

e The Library’s holdings were 
added to the University of Califor- 
nia’s on-line MELVYL Catalog. This 
enables any person with a com- 
puter modem to access the 
Library’s holdings. We are the first 
library outside of the State system 
to have our records added to this 
important resource. 


Volunteers Needed 


Come enjoy the beautiful colors 
of the Academy’s Pepperwood 
Ranch Natural Preserve on Satur- 
day, November 9 when we will be 
cleaning up the preserve. This fun 
work-day will be followed by a 
potluck dinner. For more informa- 
tion and to sign up, please call 
Rosalind Henning at Volunteer 
Services, 750-7154. If you want to 
help closer to home, volunteers 
are needed for The Discovery 
Room and Information Desk. 


Lecture and Booksigning 
Dr, Alan 
Rabinowitz and 
the Wild Cats of 
Thailand 


Tues., November 19, 7:30 pm 
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Alan Rabinowitz 


Alan Rabinowitz is one of the 
world’s foremost experts on large 
cats, and his work has been in- 
strumental in the establishment of 
several international parks and 
reserves. He recently spent three 
years in Thailand’s Huai Kha 
Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary. While 
there, he studied and tracked 
civets, leopards, Indochinese 
tigers and several other wild cat 
species to determine their be- 
havior patterns and densities, and 
to help formulate protective con- 
servation action. 

Rabinowitz is the author of 
Jaguar (1986) and Chasing the 
Dragon's Tail, the recently 
released account of his field work 
in Southeast Asia. Both of these 
books will be available in the 
Academy Store before and after 
the lecture. Tickets for this special 
program are $5 members/$7 non- 
members. Please call 750-7128 for 
ticket information. 
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Calendar of Events The Aca demy Store 

November 
2 ‘Traditional Arts, pm 
6 Free First Wednesday 
9 Traditional Arts, 1 pm ROM THE HUMAN FAMILY ALBU 
9  Pepperwood volunteer day _ 

10 Dinofest exhibit closes 

12 Lecture, “Missing Link,’ 7:30 pm 

12 “Universe: series) <7.50-pm 

13 Members’ Meetings, 2 & 7:30 pm 

14 Members’ Meeting, 7:30 pm 

16 Sea Stars exhibit opens 

16-24 Turkish Weavers, 10-5 pm 

16‘ Traditional Arts, 1 pm 

tS Lecture, ‘““Wild Cats of Thailand,’ 7:30 pm 

23 ‘Traditional Arts, 1 pm 

24 Young Audiences, 1 pm. 

28 ~= Circle of Life exhibit opens 


December : 
: : : The Store suggests a spectacular offering for the 
- es as ue ia ee VI d es fea Holidays! Accompanying the exhibit of the same 
peuee C18. WIRE - Cee pul title, The Circle of Life: Rituals from the Human 
6 ‘A Christmas Star” opens in the Planetarium Family Album, is a beautiful photographic book 
11 Members’ Meetings, 2 & 7:30 pm which celebrates the rites of passage found througb- 


out all human cultures. This gracious book features 


ie Members’ Meeting, 7:30 pm 
over 200 photographs and is available for $39.95. 


17 “Universe” series, 7:30 pm 


